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The Pitiful Obstructor.
The debate In the Senate on the

war resolution yesterday was memo-
rable becnuse of whnt the opponents
oT the American course did not say.
They brought forward no facts; they
attempted no justification of Ger-
many ; they failed to adduce a single
argument that was not based in ti-

midity, personal umbltlon or malice.
Their arguments, If we may dignify
tlielr puerile utterances by that nnme,
were n rehash of policies and para-
doxes long ago rejected definitely by
the American people.

They' had, In truth, no case. They
represented nt best the perversity of
obstinate men; at worst we put It
generously the selfishness of job
holders concerned solely for their
fortunes, and unable to recognize the
difference between parochial wire-
pulling and the vital Interests of the
nation. They sought fame and won
momentary notoriety, for which they
will dearly pay to the nation they
have defied. Against them Inexorable
conditions growing out of the dishon-
esty and brutality of the German Em-
pire sounded tho warning the over-
whelming majority of their colleagues
heeded, and the gravity of the na-

tion's state thre Into high relief
their mock heroics and their petty
programme.

'Intellectually and morally the ob-

structors of national destiny were
displayed as pitiful mountebanks, be-

reft of dignity and shorn of respec-
tability; nor did nny of them help
his case by whining for ultimate
Admission to the ranks of honorable

' men who put politics aside and ployed
the part of Americans.

Mar (he National Anthem as It
Should Be Played.

We arc willing to accept Senator
Vaodaman's explanation that on the
occasion when ho was hissed for not
standing during the rendition of "The
Star Spangled Banner" he did not
know It was being played, because
the orchestra began with "Dixie" and
gave a number of other popular airs
before it came to the national an-- 1

them; and astounded though we arc
by our strange bedfellow, wo have a
good deal of sympathy for the cranky,
perverse statesman from Mississippi
In this particular case.

The anthem ought never to be In
eluded in medleys. This use of It
cheapens it, reduces it to the level

vfof a popular song, confuses the nudl-- l
tors and generally robs the music of

f Its dignity and Its significance. It
. should be played everywhere and

under all ' circumstances in conform- -

jty to the army regulations, which
that "tho national anthem

shal be played through without repe-

tition of riny part not required to.be
repeated to make it complete" and
.prohibit "the playing of the national
anthem of nny country as part of a
medley."

"Tho Star Spangled Banner" should
be taken straight, as a patriot takes
his citizenship.

If Mr. Wilson's Message Could Be
Circulated In Germany.

In commenting upon the entrance
of the United States into the war
Viscount Bbyck declared that our par-
ticipation would bring the struggle
to an earlier conclusion because

aid in money, men and sup-
plies would give the Entente Allies
an Increasing physical ndvantnge, and
again because American belligerency
would have a moral effect which
German militarism could not long
hold out ngalnst. He Is Inclined to
lay a good deal of stress upon the
second factor, and he Is right.

If Mr. Wilson's address to Con-

gress could be placed In the hands of
every German civilian and soldier Its
appeal from tho Imperial Govern- -

mont to the German people, for whom
sympathy and friendship are ex-

pressed, Its ringing Indictment of au-

tocracy, and tho genuine love of lib- -

. erty that pervades It, would mightily
swell the agitation for ponce that Is
gaining headway In Germany. It can-
not Iks disregarded by the Govern-
ment without grave danger to the
dynasty. If the people could realize
that the great and resourceful United
StutCH, with Its population of

hod ot last decided to Join
the Entente Allies and make reso-
lute war upon the Central Powers,
demoralization would In nnd the
war Mould become a forlorn hopu to

'every Intelligent Gcrninn.
No doulit tho Imperial Government

will do Its utmost to prevent the cir-
culation of Mr. Wh.son'h Inspiring
address among the German people,

but it cannot bo kept out of tho em-

pire altogether. A version will be
generally published by n regulntcd
press and commented upon In hostllo
spirit, but from the full text the mes-
sage of democracy will bo eliminated.
Nevertheless, It cannot' be suppressed,
any more than could bo withheld the
news of tho revolution In llussln,
thnt great movement of an oppressed
people which Mr. Wilson was nt
special pains to hall ns a boon to hu-

manity. Together the sweeping away
of autocracy In llussln and the com-

ing of the United States Into the war
to combat tho autocracy In Germnny
cannot fall to make u profound Im-

pression upon the German people,
who are Inexpressibly weary of tho
war nnd have nbnndoned hope of the
victory for Kultur promised them.

I-- n million copies In German of
the message which President Wilson
read to Congress be dropped from tho
nlr on the other side of the Ithlne nnd
they would do more damage to the
cause of Prussian militarism than nil
the ammunition that the enemy could
lire In n month.

Let the Burden Fall on All the
Beneflclarlei.

Nowhere In history or economics Is
support to be found for the proposal
put forward In certain quarters that
the war expenses of the United States
can or should be met from taxes col
lected during the war's progress. The
credit of the nation not only must be
used, but It should be used freely, not
alone becnuse of financial circum
stances, but because It Is Just nnd
proper thnt future generations should
bear n part of the burden the struggle
will Impose on us.

Tho United States enters the war
not merely for the protection of Its
citizens of y but for the preser-
vation of those rights of which they
are the trustees and which they nre
In honor bound to transmit unim-
paired to their descendants. The
military and nnvnl operations In
which we shall engage will be as
truly n permanent public work as
any enterprise on which the nation
could embark. Their purpose will
be the defence of rights more Impor-
tant to future Americans than nny
material edifice that could be devised,
rights for the safeguarding of which
the men of y will sacrifice their
property nnd their blood, to the at-

tainment of which they must give their
lives, and for the enjoyment of which
their successors will gladly pay in
whatever coin may be asked of them.
Tho Imposition of a portion of the
load, the small part of it most com-

fortable to bear, on the Americans of
who are to enjoy the great

est blessings flowing from, our action
y Is Just and proper.
The belief that Judicious bond is-

sues will lead to dangerous Inflntlon
Is not based on reasonable considera-
tion of the situation. Against snch
a misfortune the energy of the Gov-

ernment und the Intelligence of the
banking community will vhc potent.
The details of the transactions to be'
undertaken will be studied, not with
narrow vision, but with broad under-
standing of nil the factors concerned.
We shall see, not an orgy of Improvi-
dence, but a scientifically Informed
prevision applied to the needs of the
nation nnd guarding the finances of
the community from serious disturb-
ances. We say this confidently, for
the United Stntes was never so well
situated, by statutory enactment nnd
by experience, to nvoid the evils of
reckless financing as it Is

The preposterous notion that there
is no limit to the burdens that mny
be profitably laid on the residents of
one section by the representatives of
another has been fostered of late by
the party In control of the Congress,
which has deliberately tnxed the
North for the benefit of the South.
It has lately received n considerable
but generally Ineffective literary sup-
port from pacifists nnd s,

who have been gullible enough to
think that they might aid their cause
by pointing out that the path of
honor cannot be cheaply followed.
An effort has been made to put our
duty on a dollars and cents hnsls,
und to threaten with ruin those who
chose the way of t. But
the disastrous effects of unnecessary,
vengeful nnd unscientific taxation,
Imposed in malice nnd collected not
on a basis of scientific financial ad
justment but with the mad Idea of
injuring individuals, nro too well
known to require argument for their
exclusion from nny serious scheme for
tho maintenance of an adequately
filled treasury.

President Wilson called In his ad-

dress to Congress for "credits
sustained, so far as they can equi-
tably be sustained, by the present
generation by well conceived tnxn-tlon- ."

In this phrase the word "equi-
tably" must not bo overlooked. It goes
to the root of the whole subject. The
financial measures to be ndoptod
must he equitable; and In equity the
citizens of America still to come will
be called on to pay n share of the
debt we are bound to incur.

Words and Tunes.
Writing in the Musical Quarterly,

Autiiub Elso.n of Boston points out
many laughable literary errors about
music. It seems that "Trilby" Is per-
haps the greatest repository of musi-
cal miracles known to fiction. Mr.
Elson names a half dozen luijiosslble
feats, of which the most amusing Is

Du Maubieb's statement thnt Sven-ga- ll

could transform the cheapest tune
Into rare and lovely melody "without
altering a note" ; and he adds : "Com-
posers nnd publishers are longing for
some one of this sort."

Even such talents as Browning,
who knew music; Victob Hctio, Itts.
kin, Cham.ks Lamb nnd George Mkr-kdit- h

have been guilty of sllim which
make musicians smile. Iluvlng pre-

sented the errors oMltterateiirs In al-

lusions to' an art of which most of

them knew little or nothing, perhaps
Mr. Er.soN will proceed to expose tho
sins of musicians ngalnst the writers
of verse nnd prose.

.The commonest Is unnntural empha-
sis. The composer seizes a poem which
lms become a part of tho common
heritage of all men und proceeds to
fit notes to It regardless of words nnd
evllnbtnc, Ir" ttin linn vitna.

nou nn iikc n uowcr nc is certain
to OAk for n long, high note, n climax,
on the second word: "Thou nr-r- -t like
a flower." Sung, It sounds us though
the singer were reasserting n compar-
ison which had been vigorously denied
to exist. All the composers do this,
more or less. Puccini Is it conspicu-
ous offender. The note writers nlso
distort accents. .They have partial
Justification nt times In the fact that
certain sounds nre favorable to high
notes nnd others are not. Give n vo-

calist n broad "a" and he will go nfter
the standing high C record.

But why do musicians fit sentimen-
tal tunes to sprightly words nnd
sprightly tunes to meditative coup-

lets? Why do they seize upon so
much worthless verse and try to
fashion It Into first class songs? Why
do gr;tnd opera composers pick so
mnny, trashy librettos nnd why nro
good librettos consigned to uninspired
composers? Pcrhnps Waonf.b knew
whnt he was about when he wrote the
texts of his own music dramas.

Ought the music or the words to be
written first In n projected song or a
passnge of opera? The question mny
surprise some readers, but oftenwords
have to be fitted to n whole musical
score, ns In the case of Viennese ope-etta- s

imported to New York. Here
there Is no choice possible. The Ger-
man lyrics cannot be translated, al-

though they arc sometimes success-
fully paraphrased. This was the case
with Lf.iiah'h "The Count of Luxem-
bourg," where the deft English hand
of Basil Hood and another wrought
so skilfully that when 'tin American
book wns devised by Glen MauDon-ouo- ii

tho Londoners' lyrics were re-

tained without change.
Where words and music are In pro-

duction conjointly no rule cnn.be laid
down. Sometimes the lyricist can
pen happy Tines suiting the com-

poser's melody; ns frequently the
composer Is helpless without words
before him. In general It seems to
be n ense of trial and error, nnd by
the time the operetta is ready for re-

hearsal both composer and lyricist
have written two songs for every one
needed. When the curtain rles for
the first performance this total has
been at least quadrupled, If the stage
manager has had his way.

Mobilising Certain Essentials of Life.
If we nre to take advantage of the

experience of every other nation In tills
war, the United States will Immedi-
ately adopt measures for the conser-
vation, Improvement nnd distribution
of its food supply. Already freight
congestion hns led to annoyance and
the cost of foodstuffs has given cause
for serious concern. It Is obvious
that with the feeding of our fleet and
army, the maintenance of adequate
stor.es of food for the clvllinn popu-
lation, nnd the supply of grains nnd
meats to the European enemies of
Germnny translated from the twi-
light zone between public and pri-
vate responsibility to the status of
military necessity, the Government
should not delny preparations for the
orderly regulation of the trade. In nil
its branches.
' There Is no use In hoping that spec-
ulators will exclude themselves from
the possibilities of the situation ns n
inntter of high patriotic abnegation.
They will do nothing of the kind.
Their repression will eventSnlly be-

come a matter of necessity. he pos-

sibilities of their activity should be
gauged now. Postponement of the
preliminary details qin only result
in confusion and disagreements
which might easily produce
embarrassment.

The Government should learn what
the food resources of the country nre
and to what extent they are nvaif-nbl-

it should be Informed ns to the
transportation situation generally und
spt'cillcnlly its related to the food
problem; and It should be In n po-

sition promptly to apply Its power to
the .suppression of nny plan for the
undue enrichment of nny Individual
or coterie of Individuals through tho
exploitation of civilians, the naval
and army establishments, or of those
In foreign countries whose cause has
become our cause.

Berlin Permits Itself Again to Be
Astonished.

Berlin runs true to form. Imperial
ofllclals "cannot see nny reason for
Amerlcu's hostile attitude toward Ger-
many." Dr. Zimmermann, the emi-

nently gentle Foreign Minister, It will
be recalled, was "astonished" when
we packed tho German Ambassador
off; Count vo.v llEiiNSTonrr, however,
said It was the only thing left for us
to do. German stutesmen. Judged by
their outgivings on American affairs,
ore capable of amazement when they
see wntcr run down hill. Their plans
aro engagingly simple;

at was declared there would bs no
change tn the German attitude, even if
Congress adopted President Wilson's

lews.
"Germany will not declare war nor

tako any step to wjge war against tho
United States.

"The submarine war will bo continued
a.n It has been conducted slnco February
1, but this, declare the officials. Is not di-

rected mors against the United States
than nny other neutral,"

As the unchanging attitude of Ger-
many toward the United States, the
wnr she has remorselessly waged
against us on sen and land, her hos-
tility evidenced In nrson, train wreck,
Incendiarism nnd murder, are what
have forced this country Into the war,

if- -
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wo can concclvo of no reason why tho
empire should chiingo its practices.
They nro the nets of wnr thnt have
compelled us to abandon our neutral-
ity, and the only difference official
recognition of the status actually ex-

isting can make will bo In the liberty
wo shall gain to strlko back nt a foe
wlio has attacked us viciously for
months.

Dirty Work.
One of the Inevitable fenltircs of the

business of news presentation nnd n
feature never relished by newspaper
men themselves Is the task of re-

porting the ugly exception. Many
reutlers, without stopping to reflect,
cry out ngulnst this; It would be ns
Justifiable to rebuke tho cartographer
for charting isolated .and dangerous
reefs in mldoccan. To show up tho
lonely reef Is ns much n part of his
duty as to record the vast stretches
of open sen. And the newspaper has
ns imperative n duty to its renders.
It must present truthfully the com-

mon sentiment of the country In d

to public affnlrs of every kind.
Not less truthfully must It narrate
the doings nnd sayings of the William
Jennings Brynns nnd the John
Hnynes Ilolmeses.

While millions of Americans nre
pledging to the Government their un-

qualified support of it wnr on Ger-
mnny to protect American rights the
ltcv. JonN Haynes Holmes declares
his country In the wrong, "faithless,"
"disloyal," "guilty for u selfish mo-

tive of a grievous fnult" ; the fault of
wishing to put a stop to the murder
of her women and children on the
high sens. "Other clergymen may
pray to God for victory for o'ur arms

I will not." In the presence of
murder the Bev. John Haynes
Holmes Is neutral.

Among the most disagreeable du-

ties of newspaper work Is that of
listening to such utterances nnd print-
ing them with the same degree of
conspicuouness ns that conferred on
the words nnd nets of the overwhelm-
ing majority of Americans. It Is
necessary to chart the reef even If
the high tide submerges it.

Ia Folllttb cares not who iniikes
war for his country, ao long1 as lis can
do Its deliberating.

Two dollar wheat is a stern reality,
but tho onion that sold for J300 in
England was not a prodltry of the mar-
ket but a war bazaar contribution to
suffering humanity at the front.

That silent farewell of the grateful
Belgians to Brand Whitlock, Ameri-
can Minister, was more moving than
tho most eloquent oration. No one
knew it better than the German Gov-
ernor, who does not permit emotion in
the open air nt Brussels.

Corruption preceded the rising of
the Russian people. It Is significant
that scandals In connection with the
sale of army supplies have made a
painful sensation in Austria.

Senator Tow.vsend of Mlchigdn lias
Introduced a, bill under which citizen-
ship would bo conferred without pre-
liminary declaration on "thousands of
Germans who have lived here n long
time, are anxious now to become citi-
zens, but have ncglfcted to take out
their papers." Why should these men,
whd have enjoyed, all America has to
give, without assuming any obliga-
tions, now bo the recipients of special
favor? Bather, they should pay a rm-nlt- y

for their lack of Interest. More-
over, citizenship nhould hereafter be
made more dimcult, not easier, to ac-
quire.

Queen Liuvokalani ban raised the
Stars and Stripes In testimony to her
undivided allegiance to the United
States. This country cost her a throne,
but slio has no use for tho hyphen.

Tho Frankfurter Zeitunp feels that
"it is a painful fact that the German
spirit, notwithstanding the numerous
immigrants into the New World, has
remained on the whole without any
effect." Were it a fact it would bo
painful; but it is untrue that German
immigrants nnd German spirit have
Ifcon without influence here. What
they had of good to offer us wo grate-
fully received, nnd endeavored to pay
for in every way In our power. What
wo hnve rejected Is a Prussian over-lord'hi- p.

a codo of morals that sticks
at no crime to accomplish Prussian
purpose, and dependency on Prussia
for our development.

If we tight ot all we mut fight for
all we are wurth. It must bo no weak.
hesitating war. Tho most merciful war
Is that which Is most vigorously waerd
and which conies most quickly to an
end. Smator Henry Cabot Lodge.

In other words, fight the way Hknrt
Cabot Lodce fights.

Mayor William II. Thompson of
Chicago leads a highly exciting life.
When he is not the idol of IiIh fellow
townsmen, ho Is tho most unpopular
man in tho city; when ho Is not win-
ning an election, ho Is being licked
out of his boots, Tuesday he and tho
Republicans took a thorough beating.
Chicago, however, holds an election
every day or so, nnd at the next ono
Mayor Thompson is ns likely as not to
be tho hero of the hour.

What Is $2.0t a bushel for wheat
when tho application of tho two cent
postago rate to the Virgin Islands puts
economy within tho reach of all?

I atn chalking the deadline beyond
which Germany may not again advance
without lirlngliig on war. Senator

of Sorth Dakota.
When a German statesman marks

a deadline he uses Wood.

If Georcb STLVEHTKn VtiRECK has
nn American, 1s there not hope

for Brtan?

The grill at Albany has little lire
under it.

Talked Too Much,
From tkt MutcXinion Xcut.

Tho psopls of IMslns nr ngt to be
trifled with, and they proved this fact
beyond any reasonable doubt when John
(Jlltnore was banished from the city with-
out ceremony. Gllmore. It seems, had re-

peatedly made remarks which the Plains
people deemed enceedlntly Inappropriate
and they decided lo have no morn nf It.
Ollmors was accompanied soma distance
east or that city by the deputy sheriff,

ho flAfxed No. '.' and Invited him to get
on and I" put much dlstanc kstween
them.

NO FLAGS AFTER SUNSET.
Ivft the Military and Naval Practice

llcgntale Display of Old Glory.
To tiis Editor. or The Sun Sir: To

an American just returned from abroad
It Is inspiriting to see the display of
bunting, particularly In tho principal
streets of this city ; but a counter effect
Is produced by the numerous flags that
are allowed to remain out at night and
the want of uniformity In tho placing of
those that aro draped on the fronts of
houses and suspended across streets.

I had always thought that there bad
been an .authorltatlvo pronouncement to
the effect that It was an insult to a flag
to leavo It out nt night, and that draped
flags should always show tho Jack to
the north or east. A Citizen.

New York, April 4.

How Wns the Flag Won?
To the Editor or The Sun Sir: Tho

American flag flies everywhere In town
and probably throughout the country, as
I am Informed, on account of the peace
propaganda. Does It occur to these mis-
guided people how and by what means
this flag with Its original thirteen stars
came Into being?

Was It gained In a peaceful way?
Or did out forebears fight for It?
Did they fight?
History surely tells us tbey did, and

hard too.
Stars and Stripes Forever.

Brandon, Vt April 4.

LONDON IN WARTIME.

No Scarcity of Food In the Restau-
rants and Theatre Crowded.,

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: An
Interview In Tim Sun of February 13
with one Ned Wayburn about wartime
conditions in London Is misleading.
There Is no such scarcity of food as
Mr. Wayburn reports. We are all sup-
posed to be on rations voluntarily, but
I am sorry to say that when In London
I forget my rations. I have a very
healthy appetite, and never yet have I
been short of anything to eat. I am
astounded to Bee the amount that dome
people get through ; anyway, you can
depend upon It that we are nowhere near
starvation yet, and so far ns I know
people are better off as a whole owing
to so much money being about than they
were in pre-wa- r times. In my hotel I
have toffee whenever I require It, and
sugar, but they do not put in front of
you the quantity of sugar that they
used to offer you, yet there Is more
than enough for any one.

I hae never heard of the Hotel Cecil,
Metropole or Charing Cross being used
as hospitals or barracks. The Metro-pol- e

Is now taken over by tho Govern-
ment for offices. I believe, and they
probably would have taken the Charing
Cross Hotel had it not always been
crowded by men coming home on leave.

The surprising thing to mo is the
number of men ono sees about the
streets of every town, and I have noticed
no difference In London. Of course there
must be a difference owing to the great
number of men who have gone Into the
army; but ou very rarely see a man
ani where In England with an arm or
leg missing or with an eye gone.

When In London I go to the Frascati
restaurant for my dinner at night, and
we are allowed three courses. We can
eat quite as much as wp require, and
the sin to me is to see the various res-

taurants crowded every night, and the
theatres also crowded. Tteally, we have
very little to complain of, and one would
never think that we were at war un-

less one was connected with business.
In that, of course, there Is terrific'
worry owing to the prices of the vari-
ous commodities used, but although the
war has been on for now two and a
half years we have not been stepped
at any of our mills for shortage of any-

thing.
The lat paragraph of the interview

Is about the only true statement In the
whole of the article. There Is no doubt
In our minds that we shall win; nnd
we are prepared to put up with any
hardship or privation In order to win.

W. G.

Bochdalt:. England, March 20.

LET US BUILD SHIPS..

Aa Orrgonlan on the Possibilities of
Merchant Fleets.

To Tiin Editor or Tut: sun Sir; Sta-

tistics Bhow thnt at the commencement
of this war ships of all iiatKins totalled
approximately 60,000,000 tons, and It is
estimated that this tonnage Is disappear-
ing under the waves at the rate of about
1,500,000 tons a month; therefore It
will be surprising if the total tonnage
afloat at the end of 1017 exceeds

tons, or one,-ha- lf the amount
available at tho commencement of the
great European strusglf.

For reasons the United
Stntes will have suffered a very small
pcrcentiiKe of this loss, but If the dally
press can succeed In awakening our peo-
ple, and If there can he placed upon the
statute books of the nation proper and
effertlvo laws, this country of ours can
build, man and furnish cargo for Its
just shnre of the replacement of these
bottoms.

The I'aclflo coast people are bending
every effort to foster and encourage the
shipbuilding and ship owning Industry
of the country. The citizens of OieKon
are especially active along these lines,
as that State is the home of tho Douglas
fir tree, more commonly known ns Ore-
gon pine, a wood famous for Its slow
growth. Its fIzo, Its strength and lasting
qualities. From thesn trees It Is quite
easy to securo ship timbers uplo three
feet square nnd 150 feet In length.

A perusal of tho Jfarluo Hcglatcr will
show that the 1'aclftc Ocean Is y

carrying scores of these Douglas fir
ships, ranging In burden from 1,000 tons
to 5,000 tons and In ago from one jear
to thlrty-elsh- t years, all these ships
being now in active service.

Couple with the resources of the steel
shipbuilding plants the ability of the
Douglas Mr shipbuilding districts and
you get a potential strength capnble of
planing tho merchant marine of the
United States upon its proper level,

F. C. Knltp.
Fortland, Ore., April 1.

The Fisiitlnc Men at the Kaslern Shore.
From the CrltfleU Timet.

We would remind our city brethren that
In every war In which the United States
of America lias bean enraged, the Uastcru
Shors of Maryland furnished Its full quota
of patriots, and they were fighters, too.
It comes Kith bad (race for a Western
Shoreman tn Intimate that Eastern Shore
patrlntltm Is dead. When John Paul Jones
engaged In that noted naval battle with
tho Ilrltlsh, more eastern Shoremen were
to lie found among his crew of flghtlnr
jacks thsn those from any othtr section
uf this country. The Eastern Shore did
not lack patriotism In the rlvll war. It
Is a mutter of record that the Uasterr
Shore furnished morn recruits In the
erican war than any other section
Of Maryland, according tn size and popu-
lation, and there were more Kastern Shore-me- n

In the clash at Vera Cruz than from
any ether psrt of tba StaU.

THE CONDUCT ?F WAX.

The End Justifies the Xean Only

When They Serve the End.
To Tn Editor or The Sun Sir: A

passage from the "Moral and Political
rhllosophy" of Paley (Book 6, chapter
12):

If the cause and end of war be Justifi-
able all the means that appear necessary
tn that end are justifiable also. This Is
the principle which defends tho." ex-

tremities to which the violence of war
usually proceeds; for since war1 Is a con-

test by force between parties who ac-

knowledge no common superior, and sines
It Includes not In Its Idea the supposition
of any convention which should place
limits to the operation of force. It has
naturalty no boundary but that In which
force terminates the destruction ot life
against which the force Is directed. Let
It be observed, however, that the license
of war authorizes no acta of hostility but
what are necessary or conducive to . the
end and object of the war. Gratuitous bar-
barities borrow no ezcuse from this plea,
of which kind la every cruelty and every
Insult that serves only to exasperate the
sufferings, or Increase the hatred ot an
enemy, without weakening his strength, or
In any manner tending to procure his sub-
mission; such as the slaughter of captives,
the subjection of them to Indignities or
torture, the violation of women, the prof-
anation of temples, the demolition of
public buildings, libraries, statues, and In
general the destruction or defacing of
works that conduce nothing to annoy-
ance or defence. These enormities are
prohibited not only by the practice of
civilized nations, but by the law of na-tu-

Itself, as having no proper tendency
to accelerate the termination or accom-
plish the object of the war, and as con-

taining that which In peace and war Is
equally unjustifiable ultimate and gratui-
tous mischief.

There are of course some who main-
tain that no war, oven one of defence,
Is morally justifiable, and others who,
recognizing no moral standard but the
right of the strongest. Justify any means
by which this right can establish Itself.
They will deny, as the Germans have
done, that restrictions should be ob-

served.
Our country, which missed the op

portunity of entering a protest against
the barbarous methods of the Germans
early in the war, will now experience
those methods, and the innocent must
suffer for the guilty, Ita Lex.

Philadelphia, April 4.

THE CORONERS.

One of Them Impugns the Motives of
the Commissioner of Accounts.

To the Editor ok The un Sic: In
an article entitled "Restore the Cor-

oners?" in The Sun of March 21, signed
by the Commissioner of Accounts, Leon-

ard M. Wallsteln, the Commissioner
shows the same disregard for the truth
that he showed In his report of his In-

vestigation of the Coroners' ofTlce, In
hlch report be twisted and altered the

testimony to suit his own ends.
lie was accused of making an unfair,

one Bided, dishonest report at the public
hearing before the Mayor, and again
before the Senate committee, but had
no reply to make.

He states that the ailchrlst-Duf- t bill
would reinstate the Coroners under the
name of Medical Examiner, which is not
true. That is exactly what the 1915 bill
did, and Mr. Wallsteln la responsible for
It. The Gllchrlst-Duf- f bill is practically
an amendment to the present Medical
Examiner bill.

The amendment cuts out the part
which was done in the Interest of cen-
tralization, It proposes one Medical
Examiner for each borough Instead of
one for tho whole city, and makes the
office elective Instead of appointive.

It cuts' out the ludicrous part which,
requires the Medical Examiner to be a
skilled pathologist nnd bacteriologist.
The number of times Mr. Wallsteln
mentions pathologist and bacteriologist
In his report on the Coroners' office
shows that he Is abnormally Impressed
by those words.

Specialists In pathology and bacteri
ology spend most of their time tn the
laboratory with their eyo to a micro-
scope and are not the men for a posi-

tion such as this, which requires the
Medical Examiner to make investigations
as to the cause of a death which may
call for' considerable detective work on
bis part.

Again I charge that Mr. Wallsteln is
responsible for placing the Coroners sys
tem under another name, for that Is all
thnt tho 1915 bill amounts to. plus cen
tralization.

Frank S. Senior, M. D., Coroner.
Brooklyn, April 4.

GERMANY THE OUTLAW.

What a Plain Man Thinks of the Doc-

trine nf
To the EDiTon or The Sun Sir; if

an outlaw with his gang should ride
into any town of our entire country and
give notice that any citizen or any per-

son from anywhere who attempted to
go up nnd down on a certain street
after a certain day would do so at his
own risk, and If the outlaw should,
when' that day arrived, shoot up a
number of persons, including women
and children, what would that town do?
Would its citizens stand still and listen
to the cunningly devised threats and
sophistries of that gang, anil would
they delay action, deeming It respectful
and courteous to give the outlaw a
chance to commit further acts of vio-

lence? Or would they, as a unit, imme-
diately act, and put the outlaw out of
business? They could do even better
by meeting him on his appointed day
and doing It then.

Germany, led by the Kaiser, has
demonstrated to tho world that she is
Just such nn outlaw, and it Is so per-
fectly plain that any high school boy
can see It If be reads the sections of
International law and the treaties which
Germany has so brazenly violated. Tho
list of violations Is u long one, both
on land and on sea. The high seas are
public highways, and anybody has a
guaranteed right to use them in the i

conduct of his legitimate business and I

within the limits prescribed by Interna- -
tlonal law.

Our country Is y In Just the po
sition tn which the towrn wiould have
been when that outlaw rode Into tt had
Its citizens not been prepared with or-
ganization and arms to meet the out-
law and hlb gang. Unpreparedneas Is an
Invitation to the outlaw to come to town.
We have for a long tlmo known of the
predatory designs of the Kaiser and
bis preparations, covering a period of
forty years. Our country should iae
been prepared to meet the enemy at the
gate, and to put a quick stop to any act
of outlawry. It Is simply incomprehen
sible how any citizen of our country
who is crenttea with naving a sound
mind can, ns the pacifists ar.i doing,
frantically advise letting the outlaw have
his own way. W. S, Atres.

Hazuton, Pa., April 4,

Wild Ufe at the Kansas Capital.
From Ike Toptia Capital. j

M,. ll.vrl.n I. ....... ... '

visit, should hurry hsrat, Her husband Is
running wild. Hn didn't get home until

;30 o'clock Tuesday night.

PROGRESS IN STARVING THE RAIL.
ROADS INTO INEFFICIENCY.

How the' Arteries of Commerce Are Being Reduced to Impotrnre b;
v

, InsitrJkienev of Revenues.

rffis an odirttt by 11'. V Alterburf. fiea -

Vtnntvivanu uanroaa tompony.
Let mo give you a few specific In

Manccs of the rising costn with which
the railroads aro obllgod to contend,
and which, combined with virtually
stationary rates, havo put a practical
stop to railroad development. In the
proceedings before tho Interstate
Commerco Commission last week, to
which I have already referred, the
president of tho Pennsylvania Rail-
road system was one of the principal
participants.

Hero are some of the, facts Mr. Rea
told the commission:

Seven railroads, tho Pennsylvania,
New ork Central, Chesapeake arid
Ohio, Norfolk and Western, Virgin-Ia- n,

Baltimore and Ohio and Western
Maryland, faco a.probable addition of

37,000,000 to their fuel bill for1917.
The taxes paid by these seven rail-

roads In 1916 were 91 per cent,
greater than in 1906. The Federal
Income tax wns doubled last year,
having been Increased from 1 to 2
per cent. For the present year a fur-
ther large increase will result by rea-
son of the new Federal capital stock
tax.

Materials used by the Pennsylvania
linen enst of Pittsburg have risen an
average of 78 per cent. In two years.

On a very conservative estimate,
Mr. Rea said, the Adamson law will
cost the Pennsylvania lines east more
than 19,000,000 and the entire sys-
tem at least 13,600,000 additional
a year for the Increased wages of the
men affected. Other wage Increases
which it has already been necessary
to authorize will ndd 1 4,800,000 a year
to the payrolls of tho lines east and
17,400,000 for the system.

Including other advances in costs,
Mr. Rea estimated that during the
present year the Pennsylvania Rail-
road lines east of Pittsburg face a
total increase or in ex-
penses, and the entire system, lines
east and west, an increase of 0.

Something serious will happen to
our surplus unless these prospective
Increases in expenses, which Mr. Rea
said he had no desire to overstate, are
met with adequato revenues.

Since last October, although our
traffic has been at or very close to
record volume, our net operating In-

come has been going steadily back-
ward. This has recently been greatly
accentuated. For February' the re-

sults can conservatively be described
as alarming. Exact figures have not
yet been fully compiled, but from the
preliminary estimates it seems clear
that the railway operating Income of
the entire Pennsylvania system for
February, 1917, will show a decrease
of $3,360,000, or about 60 per cent.,
(is compared with tho samo month
last year, although the volume of
gross business was but little changed.
In these figures ho allowance has been
made for the effect of the Adamson
law wage Increases. If they had been
counted in for February (they must,
as you know, now be paid, the terms
of the law being retroactive from Jan-
uary 1, 19171. the net results er
T'ebruary would have been smaller
by at least another million dollars.
This means that the nc.t earnings of
the Pennsylvania system for Febru-
ary of this year, after the payment of
the Adamson law wage Increases, will
show a shrinkage of not less than
$4,400,000, or 75 per cent., when
compared with the results of Febru-
ary. 191C.

Is it any wonder, then. In view of
the narrowing margin between rail- -

road receipts and expenses, that the
New York Central Railroad, ono of
the great transportathm properties of
the country, recently fulled in the ef-

fort to sell $23,000,000 of stock at
par, or that the Eric Railroad and
Southern Railway failed in their at-

tempts to work out comprehensive
financing schemes? ,

In 1916 the only railroad stock is-

sued on tho New York Stock
for new construction, was

$351,1 45. 6S, issued by the Cleveland
and Pittsburg Railroad for a small
amount of work dona In 1915 and
even thnt stock was guaranteed by
the Pennsylvania Rnllroad.

Last year, In fact, was the first
year In which not a single share of
new railroad common stock was Ustetl
on tho New York Stock Exchange in
which the public took the chnnce of
the investment Of money for now rail-
road building In the United States
proving sound.

These are not pleasant facts, but
you cannot ignoro them. They are of
profound importance tn the shippers
of this country.

You know now what It means to be
short of facilities. You appreciate
now how Intimately the normal proc-

esses of our national life are depend-

ent upon adequate railroad facilities.
The one thing that has stared you

In the face whichever way you turned
was that the railroads nre swamped
with business which they haven't the
facilities to handle properly.

The lines haven't tho terminal fa-

cilities; they haven't the power; many
have not the cars to handle properly
the business that has been forced upon
them during the past year.

The trcntment of cars while In the
hands of the shippers Is another story.

I was much hnprrscd in reading

THEY WILL LEARN.

Certain Disturbers May Soon .Find
Out Whnt Hd Behatlor Involves.

To the EniTon or The Scn Sir; The
socialists or others of similar disposition
who talk of revolting against compul-

sory service and state their preference
for' Jail should remember that traitors
nre not Jailed to fatten at public ex-

pense In time of stress, but are sub-

jected to tho lead cure at twenty pares.
New York, April 4, Patriot.

We should Profit by England's Riperlenre,
To tub UniTnii or The Sum Sir: In It.

a, Wells's book "Italy, t'rance and nrltaln
at War" there Is a chapter that every
American should read. "New Arms for
Old" Is the title. Is It not possible to call
the attention ot the authorities at Wash-
ington to these most enlightening and op-

portune words? Of court wr know that
they do not wish advice or enlightenment
but It would be ell If nome power could
make them see what sort of preparedness
vie nred and how war methods lme
ehangvd, Instead nf forclrj us to Warn th
lesson that cost llrltatn so m&ny IHes by
making all her false steps oer again

Naw Teas, April 4 C.

rrnidtnl in Charge of Operation o f(
from the recent annual riort of rv...
ldcnt Clark of the Lacnkawanna steel
Company theso remarks:

"Tho failure of the rnllro,tJ, t0
provido equipment necessary for ade.
quale service, whllo due In soino pdrl
to the agitation of their employees
for Increased wages and to the In.
creased cost of all supplies that they
use, was fundamentally duo to the
fact that they havo been unable !o
secure increased rates for transpor-tatlo- n

and thus to secure such earr-
ings as would provido a reasonable
margin for Improvements. The, losses
to the varlouB producers and shiti.
pcrs of this country duo to failure
to receive materials on time, lost ou-
tput and increased labor charges
through enforced Idleness because of
congestion at terminals nnd railroad
embargoes probably greatly exceed
the amount they would pay under
rates which would enablo the rail s
roaus 10 proviue proper equiptner.i
und terminal facilities."

This is plain and forcible lamrua;
from a man who gets the most ou'
of every dollar his company spends

Let me quote also from a paper-muc-

read by shippers, the Mnnu'ai
turem Retard of Baltimore On
March 1, 1917, that paper said

"We may rail against the roads
our hearts' content, we may denounce
their managers because thoy csnnrv
do the Impossible thing, but foryeat.
we have been trying to compel t..
railroads to make bricks wlihot,
straw, to build netv lines and rnlars.
their facilities, while nt the same tlmf
passing legislation which made It Im
possible for them to secure the mone
with which to do this work."

There Is but one remedy for tin
problem of the railroads.-un- that .

to;allow them higher rates, rates con'
mensurate with the cost of render!: ,
service and with the added demar.ri
thnt nre dally lmpored upon the ca

rlers.
It is to the best Interests of s!'

pers and tho general public alike th
railroad rates be advanced. What t'1

public most needs, as the president
the Lackawanna Steel Company -

ably says, Is adequate service.
Is there a single large shipper

the Pittsburg district who would
more than once In tho last year or

gladly paid Inrge Increases oe
the established rates to have had h
freight moved promptly, if it had bee-leg-

to do so? Tet had the rates be'
compensatory in recent years, facil,-tie- s

would have already been pro
vldcd and tho movement of frelgh-- .

would have been more prompt.
Paradoxical as It may seem, an a a

vance In freight rates would loner th
cost of living rather than rilse I'
Will one of you question the sta!
ment thnt the price of food product
fuel, supplies, Ac, has been materially
Increased through the local sh"rt.is
of equipment or our inability to
move? Had rates been high ennush
in the last few years to have pr
mltted the additional railroad 'm
provements that you, ull novv- reeor
nize are so badly needed, foods, fu'
and other necessities' would now v

moving to market freely, in gret'er
quantity, and the normal law ri sun-pl-

and demand .would not be nn'i'
by a failure of transportation

In short, freight rates play i, t
small part in the cost of nearly n"
dally necessities of life that an ad-

vance would, if apparent at n"
offset by normal supply.

On tho other hand, the eflU-ieii- i

' the railroads would lie so greatlv
creased that the ultimate effect 1,

well be a general lowering of pr
as a result nf the improved mai'Nn-er- y

of distribution and exchange ,lnt
the country would possess.

Now, briefly, additional facilities
money; money can only 1" "b

talned If your credit is good, rrcl
can only be established by amr'e
come, and ample income onU '

vaiiced rates.
Now, do you want Increased f.i- -'

ties?
I believe you do.
This belief gives me eniiraje

close my talk by an appeal tn vnu
do something that, to the best of t

knowledge, shippers have never bee
known to do before. I have
not to place stumbling blocks tn f e

way of our efforts to obtain ndcr!
ratei. I now venture to go

and ask you to aid us
effort.

When the time comes, w .11 - t
before tho Interstate Commerer '

mission and say, not only that i

not object to an advance tn rate-tha- t

you actively favor such ar
vance because you believe .t 'it
sential to the continuing pio-- i

of the country?
If you do this. It will mark r e

ginnlnA of a new or.i in the ! r
clal progress of America, an m

which selfishness and dUtru- -' '

give way to cooperation ml
dencc, on era In which our r.il'rn.
strengthened financially ai d n1"
cally fit, shall give you such -- "
as will enable the pr.luc"- - '
great industries, the results
genius and energy, succos.-- f
compete In the markets of t' .

hi tho great commercial wr
that Is Inevitable.

I CENTRAL PARK IN DASiiFP
Now Is the Time tn ("lean 1 l

Protect This Heantj pt
To the Editor or TUB Si

tral Park should be ilea red
south end of It was nowr r
neglected condition. For tht- - 'I
excuse. The few men Ecnrra
obsered at work rouM ' '

Bood shape liefore tho end J
Destruction of plants a ul

on without abatement The
children do when enter ng f
So break off twins and
with no effort on th part
tendants to put a stop to V

Anbody can observe tlm oo
Can nothing be done effevtm
vent this continual drstruotl.i

The children aro Innocent
attendants aro to blame.

rsKDEKlCK .1 Sf
New York, April t

Nominally the Person for tlie
o.i thr 7 iiusi Hr Ur fl.

is C'e Mioft e" i .

I'erry uhcr.' she has a
of th- - Corry e Compsn


